				       
          Lowell Alumni Association       
Minutes of the Thursday, January 10, 2013
        Annual Membership Meeting 
                Main Library
 
 

Call to Order
 
President Lisa Clay called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m., she greeted and welcomed everyone in attendance. Introductions were done by those present.  

Approval of minutes 

A motion was made by Leon Blum to approve the minutes of the 2012 Annual Meeting.  Mike Bower seconded the motion.  The motion passed by voice vote.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer, Leon Blum reported that the stock portfolio has been doing well. The Scholarship Fund had an increase of 13.09% and the General Fund was up by 13.07%.
The Scholarship/Endowment Account has an amount of $2,262,000 as of December 31, 2012.  The total amount of the LAA Portfolio as of the end of 2012 is $3,019,000. We made $1.382 million in 2012.   
Lisa Clay requested an approval of the treasurer’s report.  There was a voice vote to approve the report


Executive Director's Report  
Terry Abad reported that 2012 was an amazing year.  Activities for the year included Robotics; Mock Trial did well – the team won the city championship and placed 6th in the state championship; the cheerleaders went to the state tournament; Lowell was honored as a National Blue Ribbon School for 2012.
The achievement gap has narrowed - the scores for Latinos and African-American students have risen much faster than the general population.  Lowell has won more sports championships in the past year.  Lowell is the largest public high school in the district “enrollment wise”.  The Alumni Association has played an important role in the Science Research Program.  Herbert ’73 and Christina Lee have helped by adding upgrades to science classes.  The arts are going strong: ceramics, choir, jazz band and drama -- also architecture and photography.


San Francisco Unified School District Update
San Francisco Board of Education Member and former LAA Board Member Emily Murase ’83 gave an update from the San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD).  The SFUSD has received an API (Academic Performance Index) score of 807.  This surpasses the state target of 800 and is the first time that the score has been over 800. (The API is a numeric index that ranges from a low of 200 to a high of 1000.  The API is based on statewide assessment results which include the Standardized Testing and Reporting Program and California High School Exit Examination.)  We are the number one scoring urban school district in the state. 
The widest achievement gap is between White/Asian versus Black/Latino.  We want everyone to be proficient.  Emily commented about the faculty recognition celebration event for Lowell achieving a Blue Ribbon honor.  Schools have to be invited to apply (to compete for the Blue Ribbon).  Very few schools have an alumni association.  Lowell High School (LHS) has a very strong Alumni Association.  Lowell’s Alumni Association is stronger than the associations of some colleges.  LHS continues to provide top flight education for students to attain their goals.  Lisa Clay thanked Emily Murase for her report.  
President's Report  

Lisa Clay commented about Lowell being named a Blue Ribbon school.  There were only two schools in San Francisco recognized for this national honor.  The other school was Alice Fong Yu Elementary.  Principal Andrew Ishibashi had a dinner for the faculty; the Alumni Board and the PTSA were also invited. Lisa stated that Lowell High School continues to be great and the Alumni Association is not just about scholarships. Lisa added that we honor our own education by helping parents and students who are in this academic environment.  The LAA has an active Grant Committee chaired by Mike Bower; Scholarship Committee chaired by Wendy Shinbori which gave out $50,000 – $60,000 in scholarships to 30 students; Vice-President, Jim Rosenthal is the chairperson of the Development Committee; Finance Committee is chaired by King Lip; Gerri Rosen-Park chairs the Nominating (Membership) Committee. There is an event that will take place on April 13th to celebrate 50 years at the Eucalyptus site.  The Event Committee has been re-created, it is chaired by Claudia Eshoo.  


Nominating Committee

Chair Gerri Rosen-Park, recommended the following persons for three-year term re-nomination:
Roberta Bleiweiss 
Leon Blum
Joe Ehrman
Anita Payton
Gerri Rosen-Park
James Rosenthal
Mark Steiner
Irving Zaretsky

Gerri Rosen-Park made a motion to adopt this slate for a new cycle of a period of 3 years 2013-expire 2016.  It was seconded by Emily Murase and the motion carried by a show of hands. 
Gerri stated that the LAA Board of Directors is made up of 30 elected members and 2 additional non-elected members: Immediate Past President and the Southern California representative. There are 8 board members from this session, 7 from the last year and another group of 6.  This adds up to 21 out of 30 (seats).  Gerri added that new members are important for the “life-blood” of the Association.  Please continue to encourage persons to serve.  If a person is not comfortable with 3 years they can do a one year term.  Lisa Clay encouraged all board members to participate on at least one committee.  Jack Anderson, Terry Abad and Irving Zaretsky discussed the idea of adding a student liaison and inviting some students to attend our meetings.  

Adjournment   

Wendy Shinbori made a motion to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded by Leon Blum.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.


New Business 

No new business to report.


Attendance
Board and Executive Directors present unless otherwise indicated (T = Attended via Teleconferencing, E = Excused, A = Absent)

Abad                              Anderson                         Bleiweiss               Blum   
Bower                            Brash (A)                         Bratton      	  Clay 
Ehrman                          Eshoo                               Genolio (T)           Ishibashi (A) 
Kromydas (E)                Lip (E)                             Lucey (A)              Payton    
Rosen-Park                    Rosenthal                         Shinbori                Spiegelman (E)                     Steiner (E)                     Tam  (E)                           Ugawa (E)            Wax  (E)           
Yee                                Zaretsky 

Guests:
Francisco Grijalva ‘65
Herbert ’73 and Christina Lee   
Anne Lucas-Quesada ’83
Mark Mosheim ’73
Emily Murase ’83

 
Respectfully Submitted
Anita K. Payton

Secretary, Lowell Alumni Association 
